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PREFACE 


account of the manuscript's notation and the in- 
ternal structure of its contents. Jórgen Raasted 
has also, together with Dr. Bjarne Schartau, Co- 
penbagen, prepared the indices and, above all, 
supervised the entire undertaking as editor-in- 
chief. The indexation was made technically pos- 
sible by Dr. Fritz Saaby Pedersen who was always 
ready to help with total disregard for the time 
this consumed. 

Generous grants from the Carlsberg Founda- 
tion in 1990-91 have made possible both the pur- 
chase of photographs from the Ambrosian Li- 
brary in Milan and the preparation and printing 
of the work. We express our deep gratitude to 
the Foundation for its contribution to the com- 
pletion of our project. 

We are grateful also to Joachim Malling, direc- 
tor of Munksgaards Forlag, for his helpful coop- 
eration and to Poul Kristensen, Herning, the 
book's printer, for his splendid solution of the 
difficult problems of reproduction. 

Ambros. A 139 sup. will assume an important 
place in MMB’s series of facsimiles as a replace- 
ment for the series’ first volume, the Vienna 
Sticherarium, published in 1935 and long out of 
print, which the wider acquaintance with sources 
of later research has shown to have been less 
well-suited, particularly as regards its notation, 
as a model manuscript. We are convinced that 
the combination of completeness, clarity of hand, 
and quality of tradition that distinguishes the Mi- 
lan Sticherarium will encourage beginners in 
their efforts with the notation and lead them 
quickly to feel real confidence, and that the work 
will also in other respects contribute to a deeper 
insight into one of the most important genres of 
classical Byzantine music. 


As work on the present edition was being 
brought to its conclusion, we received news of 
the death on 3 April, 1992, at his home in Cam- 
bridge, of our colleague Professor Günther Zuntz, 
for many years a member of the Editorial Board 
of MMB. Professor Zuntz, who had celebrated 
his 90th birthday on 28 January, was attached to 


V 


With the publication of the Sticherarion Ambro- 
sianus A 139 sup. (olim gr. 44), a wish long nour- 
ished by the students of Byzantine music is ful- 
filled. The instigation to its realization came 
from Professor Oliver Strunk, who in 1978 sub- 
mitted a proposal to incorporate a facsimile edi- 
tion of the Milan manuscript in Monumenta Mu- 
sicae Byzantinae's Series principalis. In a letter of 11 
February, 1978, addressed to me — and hence to 
the Royal Danish Academy's National Commit- 
tee for MMB, Strunk presented a plan for the 
publication which had occupied his thoughts 
over a long period. In his recommendation of 
the project he wrote thus: »Ambrosiana gr 44, a 
copy of the Sticherarion dated 1342, is familiar to 
mie and to many other students of Byzantine 
chant from the bound volume of photographs 
available in the library of the Badia greca [Grot- 
taferrata]. It is an absolutely complete copy, ema- 
nating perhaps from the neighbourhood of Tre- 
bizond, and its musical text 1s so correct and so 
readily legible that, for years, singers at the Badia 
have sung at sight from these photographs with- 
out a moment's hesitation...«. 

The proposal to publish the manuscript re- 
ceived at that time the unreserved support of the 
Editorial Board of MMB, as well as of other 
scholars familiar with the subject, but after Oliver 
Strunk's death in 1980 other of MMB’s projects, 
in particular the series Corpus Scriptorum de Re 
Musica, claimed attention, for which reason the 
publication of Ambros. A 139 sup. - despite a sus- 
tained high priority — had to be deferred. As a 
consequence, the essential conditions for the re- 
alization of the edition, viz. the preparation of a 
set of photographs of the manuscript suitable for 
reproduction, the completion of an introduction 
(Pars suppletoria) and securing the financial basis 
for the publication, have all only become possible 
within the last couple of years. 

We wish to express our thanks to the authors 
of the introduction, Dr. Lidia Perria, Rome, and 
Dr. Jørgen Raasted, Copenhagen, who have con- 
tributed, respectively, the codicological-palaeo- 
graphic description of the manuscript and the 


The Administrative Committee of the Royal Danish Academy for the publication of the 
Monumenta Musicae Byzantinae thanks the Bibliotheca Ambrosiana for having pro- 
cured the eminently well done photographs on which the present facsimile edition is 
based. 
The costs of this publication have been defrayed by the Carlsberg Foundation. 


JOHN BERGSAGEL HENRIK GLAHN JORGEN RAASTED CHRISTIAN THODBERG 
CHAIRMAN 
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The Pars Suppletoria that accompanies this facsimile contains a detailed analytical 
index, indices of first lines and ascriptions, and a description of the manuscript 
and its contents. 
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he contributed significantly to the work of MMB 
during its initial phase. He was a learned human- 
ist of wide vision and a person not to be forgot- 
ten by all who met or knew him. 


Copenhagen, July 1992 Henrik Glahn 


MMPB's Lectionaria series in 1939 by Carsten 
Høeg, with whom, until 1960, he edited the first 
four fascicles of the Profhetologium Vol. I and, to- 
gether with Gudrun Engberg, fascicle V in 1962. 
Though Zuntz's main interest lay principally in 
the area of the culture and language of antiquity, 
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